Dermonecrotic activity of a cell wall preparation from Fusobacterium necrophorum.
A cell wall preparation of Fusobacterium necrophorum induced haemorrhagic necrosis in the skins of guinea pigs and rabbits. Effects in mice and rats were weak or absent. The toxic activity of the cell wall preparation was not reduced by heat treatment. A dermonecrotic toxin was isolated from the cell wall preparation with sodium dodecylsulphate and concentrated by precipitation with ethanol. A preparation of the bacterial cytoplasm from Fus. necrophorum induced mainly erythema.